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September  1,  1965 


The  Honorable  Tim  Babcock 
Governor  of  the  State  of  Montana 
State  Capitol  Building 
Helena,  Montana  59601 

Dear  Governor  Babcock: 

In  accordance  with  Section  1-202  of  the  State  Aeronautical  Regulatory- 
Act,  R.  C.  M.  , 47,  it  is  with  pleasure  that  we  herewith  submit  the 
Annual  Report  of  the  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission  for  the  period 
July  1,  1964  to  June  30,  1965. 

A detailed  and  itemized  statement  of  all  revenue  and  of  all  expenditures 
made  in  behalf  of  the  Aeronautics  Commission  is  included. 

Also,  included  herewith  is  a report  on  the  status  of  the  revolving  fund 
as  it  applies  to  the  Airport  Development  Program. 


R espectfully, 


CAL:  dr 
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COMMISSION  MEMBERS 


Name 

Walter  Hope,  Chairman  

Carl  W.  "Bill”  Bell,  Vice-Chairman 

Jack  R.  Hughes,  Secretary  

Gordon  R.  Hickman  

Herb  Jungemann  

E.  B.  Cogswell  

Clarence  R.  Anthony  


Term  Representation 

1965-1969  County  Commissioners 
1965-1969  Montana  Pilots'  Association 
1963-1967  General  Aviation  Operators 
1965-1969  Municipal  League 
1965-1969  Interstate  Commercial  Airlines 
1965-1969  Montana  Chamber  of  Commerce 
1963-1967  Aviation  Education 


The  Montana  Areonautics  Commission,  created  by  Legislative  Act  of  1945,  has  been  in  continuous 
existence  since  that  date,  and  is  currently  authorized  under  R.  C.  M.  1947,  Title  I,  Chapters  1 through  8, 
Section  1-101  through  1-828. 

Commission  members  are  appointed  by  the  Govvernor  for  four-year  terms  and  until  their  successors 
are  appointed  and  qualified  and  without  compensation  except  as  specified  by  law.  The  Governor  shall 
appoint  the  members  of  said  Commission  from  specific  segments  of  government  industry  and  associa- 
tions as  specified  in  Section  1-201. 


1-204  GENERAL  POWERS  AND  DUTIES  OF  THE  COMMISSION 

The  Commission  shall  have  the  general  supervision  over  Aeronautics  within  the  State.  It  is  em- 
powered and  directed  to  encourage,  foster  and  assist  in  the  development  of  Areonautics  in  the  State 
and  to  encourage  the  establishment  of  airports  and  other  air  navigation  facilities.  It  shall  cooperate  with 
and  assist  the  federal  government,  the  political  subdivisions  of  the  State  and  others  engaged  in  Aero- 
nautics or  the  promotion  of  Aeronautics  and  shall  seek  to  coordinate  the  Aeronautical  activities  of  these 
bodies.  It  may  perform  such  acts,  issue  and  amend  such  orders  and  make,  promulgate  and  amend  such 
reasonable  general  or  special  rules,  regulations  and  procedures  and  establish  such  minimum  standards 
consistent  with  the  provisions  of  this  act  as  it  shall  deem  necessary  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  this 
act,  and  to  perform  its  duties  hereunder  . . . 
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ADMINISTRATION 


C.  A.  LYNCH,  Director 

Henry  Loble,  Commission  Counsel 

F.  W.  Wiley,  Historian  (Terminated  7/1/65) 

W.  L.  Wyman,  Chief  Pilot 

C.  A.  Smith,  Attorney 

Joan  Haines,  Legal  Secretary 

Deloris  Richeson,  Administration  Secretary 

Isabel  Bryant,  Accounting 

Donna  Duba,  Filing  Stenographer 

Richard  McCord,  Custodial 
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MONTANA  AERONAUTICS  COMMISSION 
ORGANIZATION  CHART 
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1-103  DECLARATION  OF  POLICY 


It  is  hereby  declared  that  the  purpose  of  this  act  is  to  further  the  public 
interest  in  aeronautical  progress  by  providing  for  the  protection  and  promotion 
of  safety  in  aeronautics  . . . 

It  may  employ  such  clerical  and  other  employees  and  assistants  as  it 
may  deem  necessary  for  the  proper  transaction  of  its  business  and  shall  fix 
their  salaries  . . . 


***** 

As  a member  of  the  National  Association  of  State  Aviation  Officials,  the 
policy  of  the  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission  includes  in  purpose  "to  foster 
aviation  as  an  industry,  as  a mode  of  transportation  for  persons  and  property, 
and  as  an  arm  of  the  National  Defense;  to  join  with  the  federal  government 
and  other  groups  in  research,  development  and  the  advancement  of  aviation; 
to  develop  uniform  laws  and  regulations;  and  to  otherwise  encourage  coopera- 
tion and  the  mutual  aid  among  the  several  states.” 

***** 


The  operations  of  the  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission  are  financed 
entirely  by  aviation  activities  through  a 14  per  gallon  license  tax  on  refiners 
and  importers  of  aviation  fuels  and  the  registration  fees  for  pilots  and  agri- 
cultural aircraft.  No  funds  are  requested  from  the  General  Fund.  Federal 
monies  made  available  to  the  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission  have  been 
solely  for  specific  airport  projects  under  the  Federal  Airport  Aid  Program 
to  the  various  larger  communities  in  the  State  of  Montana  and  in  relation  to 
the  specific  State  Airports  of  Lincoln  and  West  Yellowstone.  Sponsor's  share 
of  the  funds  under  the  Federal  Airport  Aid  Program  for  the  specific  facility 
at  West  Yellowstone  were  provided  by  the  National  Park  Service. 
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MONTANA  AERONAUTICS  COMMISSION— FISCAL  1965 
July  1,  1964,  through  June  30,  1965 


BUDGET  REPORT 


Aviation  Fuel  Tax  

Pilot  Registration  

Unicom  Radios 

Books  and  Supplies  

Charts  and  Directories  

Airport  Aids  

Other  Income  

Airport  Operations  

Lease/Rent  

Sub  Total  

Payments  of  Loans  

Federal  Grant  (FA A Program) 


Budget 

$ 600,000.00 
2,800.00 
790.16 
100.00 
1,000.00 

150.00 

100.00 


16,422.52 


Total 

Receipts 

$ 546,709.45 

2,357.00 
401.10 
12.10 
729.25 

120.00 
117.30 
328.33 
11,423.82 


$ 621,362.68  $ 562,198.35 
126,295.89  134,619.93 

845,113.00  673,083.73 


Sub  Total 


$ 971,408.89  $ 807,703.66 


Total  Receipts  . $1,592,771.57  $1,369,902.01 


Balance  in  Funds  218800,  505400,  724400,  July  1,  1964  $ 547,047.16 

Receipts  for  Fiscal  1965  1,369,902.01 

Expenditures  for  Fiscal  1965  1,339,831.19 


Cash  Balance  for  June  30,  1965  $ 577,117.98 

MONTANA  AERONAUTICS  COMMISSION— FISCAL  1965 
July  1,  1964,  through  June  30,  1965 

STATEMENT  OF  FUND  CONDITION 


Cash  on  Deposit  7/1/64 
Encum  Funds  7/1/64  .... 
Transfer  In  of  Funds 
Total  Receipts  1965  

Fund 

218800 

....  $293,154.87 
....  137,991.01 

...  562,198.35 

Fund 

724400 

$ 47,869.11 
45.60 
25,000.00 
134,619.93 

Fund 

505400 

$ 67,986.57 

9,035.54 

673,083.73 

Total 

$ 409,010.55 
138,036.61 
34,035.54 
1,369,902.01 

Total  Cash  

DEDUCTIONS: 

....  993,344.23 

207,534.64 

750,105.84 

1,950,984.71 

Total  Expenditures  

Transfer  Out  of  Funds  ... 
Encumbered  Funds 

....  $445,560.84 
....  31,351.24 

....  22,695.84 

$144,970.76 

2,684.30 

$749,299.59 

$1,339,831.19 

34,035.54 

22,695.84 

Total  Deductions  _. 

....  499,607.92 

147,655.06 

749,299.59 

1,396,562.57 

Total  Cash  6/30/65  ...... 

....  $493,736.31 

$ 59,879.58 

$ 806.25 

$ 554,422.14 

Expenditures  by  Appropriation 


Appropriation 

To  Date  Expenditures  Balance 

253-2  Operation  $324,246.92  $264,547.86  $ 59,699.06 

253-3  Capital  99,445.62  92,934.59  6,511.03 

253-4  Aviation  Educ.  46,380.94  36,648.73  9,732.21 

253-6  Const.  & Eng.  80,500.00  39,237.50  41,262.50 

724400  Revolving  Fund  350,000.00  144,925.16  205,074.84 

505400  Federal  Grant (Not  applicable 

in  total)  749,299.59  


TOTAL 


$900,573.48 


$578,293.84 


$322,279.64 


MONTANA  AERONAUTICS  COMMISSION— FISCAL  1965 
July  1,  1964,  through  June  30,  1965 

EXPENSES  BY  PROGRAM 

ADMINISTRATION— Program  I 

0001  Salaries  and  Wages  ... $ 52,899.68 

0002  Employee  Benefits  4,081.54 

0011  Supplies  and  Materials 3,112.20 

0012  Communications  3,175.12 

0013  Utilities  _ 1,224.03 

0014  Travel  24,991.99 

0015  Contracted  Services  i 6,735.29 

0016  Special  Fees  3,490.23 

0017  Repairs  and  Maintenance  of  Equipment  23,914.96 

0018  Repairs  and  Maintenance  of  Land  500.00 

0019  Repairs  and  Maintenance  of  Buildings  ____  319.18 

0021  'Capital  Equipment  79,806.27 

0024  Capital  Buildings  1,813.26 


TOTAL — Program  I $ 206,063.75 

SAFETY  AND  EDUCATION— Program  II 

0101  Salaries  and  Wages  $ 32,131.66 

0102  Employee  Benefits  2,574.78 

0111  Supplies  and  Material  16,518.95 

0112  Communication 6,567.06 

0114  Travel  4,812.64 

0115  Contracted  Services 700.45 

0116  Special  Fees  19,125.62 

0117  Repairs  and  Maintenance  of  Equipment  2,028.86 

0121  Capital  Equipment  3,718.81 


TOTAL— Program  II  $ 88,178.83 

AIRPORT  DEVELOPMENT— Program  III 

0201  Salaries  and  Wages  $ 39,175.45 

0202  Employee  Benefits  2,840.35 

0211  Supplies  and  Materials 4,455.34 

0212  Communications  3,104.69 

0213  Utilities  3,373.58 

0214  Travel  1 9,505.81 

0215  Contracted  Services 3,772.05 

0216  Special  Fees  3,260.37 

0217  Repairs  and  Maintenance  of  Equipment  446.71 

0218  Repairs  and  Maintenance  of  Land 2,412.67 

0219  Repairs  and  Maintenance  of  Buildings 10.80 

0221  Capital  Equipment  8,649.69 

0223  Capital  Land  610,099.93 

0224  Capital  Buildings  167,032.91 

0231  Grants  33,765.00 

Loans  153,683.26 


TOTAL— Program  III  $1,045,588.61 
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OUTSTANDING  COMMITMENTS 


Requisitions  $ 27,659.98 

Approvals  by  Commission  $ 37,205.40 

Loans  and  Grants 

Culbertson  Pave  Runway  $ 18,100.00 

Fairfield  

Great  Falls  Water  Pump  System  ___  100,000.00 

Jordan  . 10,000.00 

Sidney  100,000.00 

Broadus  Land  Purchase  7,209.00 

Anaconda  City  and  Deer  Lodge  County  Loan  . 62,000.00 

Plenty  wood  and  Sheridan  County  Loan  13,100.00 

Laurel  Loan  19,644.00 

Poison  and  Lake  County  Loan  58,587.00 

Scobey  Loan  7,967.90 

Bozeman  Gallatin  County  10,000.00 

Miles  City  Loan 12,000.00 

Total  $418,607.90 


Graph  of  Expenditures 


o\° 

Oy 

<?  o\° 


ENGINEERING  GRANTS 

33,765.00 

2.52  % 

SAFETY 

PROGRAM 

34,929.1  1 

2.61  % 
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AIRPORT 
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II  .47% 

CAPITAL 

LAND  8 BUILDINGS 

777,1  32.84 

58.00  % 

1 ,339,831.19 
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LEGAL  DEPARTMENT 


A.  CIVIL  AERONAUTICS  BOARD  PROCEEDINGS 

One  of  the  principal  activities  of  the  Legal  Department  of  the  Commission  is  to  represent  the  State 
of  Montana  in  proceedings  before  the  Civil  Aeronautics  Board. 

The  Civil  Aeronautics  Board,  a federal  agency,  has  jurisdiction  over  airline  service  in  the  United 
States.  During  the  fiscal  year  1964-65,  as  it  has  been  done  for  many  years,  the  Montana  Aeronautics 
Commission  continued  to  participate  in  proceedings  before  the  CAB  in  efforts  to  secure  new  airline 
service  for  the  State,  to  retain  service  already  established,  and  to  improve  existing  service. 

Montana  is  served  by  two  trunk  (or  ''long-haul")  airlines,  Northwest  and  Western,  and  by  two 
local  service  (or  "feeder")  airlines,  Frontier  and  West  Coat.  Generally  speaking,  the  proceedings  in  which 
the  State  interested  itself  before  the  Civil  Aeronautics  Board  involved  these  four  airlines.  The  CAB 
activities  of  the  Commission  during  the  fiscal  year  1964-65  are  hereinafter  designated  by  CAB  docket 
numbers  and  titles,  and  a brief  description  of  these  activities  is  as  follows: 

DOCKET  NO.  13415  et  el — West  Coast  Airlines,  Inc.,  "Use  It  or  Lose  It"  Investigation: 

In  this  case,  the  question  was  whether  airline  service  by  Frontier  would  be  retained  at  Kalispell, 
Great  Falls,  and  Cut  Bank-Shelby.  A representative  of  the  Commission's  Legal  Department  presented 
evidence  and  testimony  at  the  fiedl  hearing,  wrote  briefs,  and  travelled  to  Washington,  D.  C.,  and  pre- 
sented oral  argument  to  the  Civil  Aeronautics  Board.  Service  was  successfully  retained  at  Kalispell  and 
Great  Falls,  but  service  was  suspended  at  Cut  Bank-Shelby. 

DOCKET  NO.  13394  et  el — Frontier  Airlines,  Inc.,  "Use  It  or  Lose  It"  Investigation: 

In  this  proceeding,  the  question  was  whether  airline  service  would  be  continued  by  Frontier  Airlines 
to  Billings,  Miles  City,  Glendive,  Sidney,  Wolf  Point,  Glasgow,  Havre,  Great  Falls,  and  Lewistown.  The 
Commission's  Legal  Department  represented  the  State  at  the  field  hearing,  filed  briefs,  and  travelled  to 
Washington,  D.  C.,  to  present  oral  argument  before  the  Civil  Aeronautics  Board.  A 100%  victory  was 
obtained  and  service  was  retained  at  every  Montana  community  involved. 

The  CAB  also  granted  Frontier  Airlines  one-stop  authority  between  Billings,  Montana,  and  Denver, 
Colorado.  Western  Air  Lines  petitioned  for  reconsideration  of  the  Board's  decision  in  this  regard,  and 
the  Commission  opposed  Western's  petition.  The  result  was  that  the  CAB  granted  Frontier  two-stop 
authority  between  Billings  and  Denver. 

DOCKET  NO.  14085 — Application  of  Frontier  Airlines,  Inc.,  to  Service  West  Yellowstone,  Montana: 

Western  Air  Lines  is  presently  serving  the  new  airport  at  West  Yellowstone,  and  Frontier  Airlines 
has  applied  to  offer  additional  service.  The  MAC  has  been  authorized  as  an  intervener  to  appear  in  this 
case  and  has  filed  appearances  and  a motion  to  expedite  the  hearing.  The  matter  is  now  pending. 

DOCKET  NO.  16347 — Application  of  Western  Air  Lines,  Inc.,  to  Add  West  Yellowstone,  Montana  to  Its 

Route: 

Western  Air  Lines  has  also  applied  to  provide  additional  service  to  the  new  airport  at  West  Yellow- 
stone, Montana.  The  MAC  has  petitioned  to  and  been  granted  authority  to  intervene  in  this  case,  and 
has  filed  a motion  to  expedite  the  hearing.  The  matter  is  now  pending. 

DOCKET  NO.  15966 — Frontier  Airlines  Application  for  Exemption  Authority  to  Serve  West  Yellowstone: 

Frontier  petitioned  the  CAB  for  immediate  authority,  without  hearing,  to  serve  West  Yellowstone. 
The  Commission  supported  Frontier,  but  the  application  was  denied,  because  the  Board  wished  to  have 
a full  hearing  on  the  question  of  any  increased  air-line  service  to  this  point. 

DOCKET  NO.  16377 — Western  Air  Lines  Application  to  Change  the  Name  of  West  Yellowstone  to 

"Yellowstone": 

Western  Air  Lines  requested  permission  from  the  CAB  to  designate  its  stop  at  West  Yellowstone,  Mon- 
tana, by  the  name  "Yellowstone".  For  obvious  reasons,  the  MAC  opposed  this,  and  this  resulted  in 
Western's  withdrawing  this  application.  Western,  in  the  same  proceeding,  was  granted  authority  to 
suspend  wintertime  operations  at  West  Yellowstone.  The  MAC  appeared  in  the  matter,  but  ultimately 
voiced  no  opposition  to  Western's  application  in  this  regard. 
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DOCKET  NO.  16431 — Frontier's  Application  to  change  the  Name  of  Jackson,  Wyoming,  to  "Jackson- 

Yellowstone  National  Park": 

Frontier  Airlines  asked  for  permission  to  change  the  name  of  its  stop  at  Jackson  to  " Jackson- Yellow- 
stone  National  Park",  and  MAC  opposed  Frontier's  application.  The  CAB  denied  the  petition  of  Frontier 
in  this  regard. 

DOCKET  NO.  15459  et  al — Pacific  Northwest-Southwest  Service  Investigation: 

This  proceeding  has  been  called  one  of  the  most  important  proceedings  that  has  ever  been  instituted 
before  the  Civil  Aeronautics  Board.  It  involves  the  question  of  which  domestic  airline  of  12  applicants 
will  be  authorized  to  provide  single-plane,  single-carrier  service  between  the  Pacific  Northwest  and 
communities  in  Texas,  New  Mexico,  Missouri,  Oklahoma,  and  Louisiana.  The  MAC  successfully  inter- 
vened in  the  case,  and  has  requested  the  CAB  to  grant  authority  to  an  airline  to  serve  Billings  and  Great 
Falls,  Montana,  together  with  Calgary,  Alberta,  and  points  in  Wyoming,  on  the  one  hand  and  communi- 
ties in  the  Southwestern  states,  on  the  other  hand.  The  MAC  presented  evidence  on  behalf  of  the  State  of 
Montana  at  hearings  in  Denver,  Colorado,  Houston,  Texas,  and  Washington,  D.  C.  Preparation  of  an 
extensive  brief  to  be  filed  with  the  CAB  on  behalf  of  the  State  of  Montana  is  underway.  It  is  anticipated 
that  the  Commission's  legal  representative  will  present  oral  argument  before  the  Civil  Aeronautics 
Board  at  the  proper  time.  The  Commission  feels  thaf  service  between  Montana  and  the  Southwest  is 
highly  necessary,  particularly  for  the  oil  industry  which  is  so  active  in  Montana,  and  in  such  states  as 
Texas  and  Oklahoma. 

****** 


In  addition  to  the  foregoing  direct  participatioa  in  proceedings  before  the  Civil  Aeronautics  Board, 
representatives  of  the  Commission's  Legal  Department  assisted  Montana  cities  in  preparation  of  docu- 
ments, exhibits  and  briefs  for  presentation  to  the  Civil  Aeronautics  Board,  as  well  as  in  presentation  of 
written  and  oral  testimony  before  the  Board  or  its  hearing  examiners.  Conferences  were  held  with  rep- 
resentatives of  the  Civil  Aeronautics  Board,  seeking  to  bring  about  increased  and  better  service  for  Mon- 
tana communities.  A meeting  of  all  airline  communities  of  the  State  of  Montana  was  held  in  Billings,  and 
at  that  time,  representatives  of  these  communities  were  brought  up  to  date  on  Montana's  efforts  on 
their  behalf,  and  plans  were  made  for  future  activity  in  this  area. 

It  is  the  feeling  of  the  Commission  that  Montana  cannot  grow  and  develop  without  adequate  air- 
line service,  and  it  appears  that  the  Commission  will,  in  the  foreseeable  future,  be  almost  constantly 
engaged  in  proceedings  and  activities  before  the  Civil  Aeronautics  Board,  seeking  new  airline  service 
or  the  retention  or  improvement  of  existing  service. 

B.  OTHER  ACTIVITIES  OF  THE  LEGAL  DEPARTMENT 

Another  major  activity  of  the  Legal  Department  is  in  the  Commission's  airport  development  pro- 
gram. In  connection  with  this,  the  Commission's  Legal  Department  has  drafted  numerous  resolutions 
which  have  been  used  by  the  following  listed  communities  for  obtaining  of  state  airport  loans:  Town- 
send, Poplar,  Poison,  Seeley  Lake,  Lewistown,  Miles  City,  Broadus,  Helena,  Billings,  Anaconda,  Scoby, 
Baker,  Jordan,  and  Culbertson. 

Furthermore,  the  Commission's  attorneys  handled  the  obtaining  of  clear  title  to  ground  upon  which 
airports  will  be  constructed.  An  example  of  this  in  this  fiscal  year  is  the  new  airport  to  be  built  at 
Broadus.  Numerous  legal  documents,  such  as  deeds,  avigation  easements,  and  oil  and  gas  subordina- 
tion agreements,  were  drafted  and  necessary  signatures  obtained  by  the  Legal  Department.  This  pro- 
ject called  for  numerous  trips  by  the  Commission  attorney  to  Broadus,  and  at  least  one  trip  to  Spokane, 
Washington. 

The  MAC  launched  its  Beacon  Relocation  Program  during  the  last  fiscal  year.  In  order  fo  facili- 
tate this  program,  the  Commission  Legal  Department  drafted  a model  resolution  to  be  used  by  all  of 
the  Montana  communities  desiring  to  participate  in  the  program. 

The  new  airport  at  West  Yellowstone,  Montana,  officially  commenced  operations  on  June  12, 
1965.  The  Legal  Department  was  actively  engaged  in  all  of  the  stages  of  fhe  development  of  this  air- 
port during  the  past  fiscal  year.  Numerous  and  extensive  leases  were  prepared  by  the  Legal  Depart- 
ment for  all  the  commercial  operations  on  the  airport,  such  as  those  of  Western  Air  Lines,  Yellowstone 
Park  Company,  Texaco,  Car  Rentals,  Restaurant  Operations,  etc. 
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SAFETY  AND  EDUCATION 
DIVISION 


LOCALIZER  TRANSMITTER 


FRONT  COURSE  090 


JACK  WILSON,  Safety  and  Education  Officer 

Mary  Jo  Janey,  Aviation  Education  Supervisor 
Joyce  McCutcheon,  Safety  and  Education  Assistant 
Jerry  Burrows,  Safety  and  Education  Technician 
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PILOT  REGISTRATION 


In  accordance  with  the  State  Law  that  all  pilots  operating  aircraft  in  Montana  must  register  their 
Federal  Aviation  Agency  Certificate  annually  with  the  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission,  2260  pi- 
lots were  registered  in  1965.  Annual  registration  fee  is  $1.00. 

Pilots  operating  agricultural  aircraft  must  signify  on  their  registration  form  the  number  of  hours 
and  seasons  qualifying  them  as  agricultural  pilots  and  designate  their  commercial  or  private  operation 
status. 


Montana  Registered  Pilots 


1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 


1 1577 

1598 

■ - - 1937 

■■■  1895 

2089 

1 2110 
■■  1 2260 
I i i i i I i i i i I i i i i I i i i i I i i i i I 


0 500  1000  1500  2000  2500 


AGRICULTURAL  AIRCRAFT  REGISTRATION 

Aircraft  used  in  spray  operations  must  be  registered  with  the  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission 
and  must  meet  requirements  as  set  forth  by  the  Commission  Regulations  in  regard  to  insurance  and 
the  Federal  Aviation  Agency  specifications.  Annual  Registration  Fee  $1.00  per  aircraft. 


Total  Agricultural  Aircraft  Plated: 


1962  

.....  198 

1963  

185 

1964  

202 

1965  

183 

MONTANA  REGISTERED  AIRCRAFT  COUNT 


As  of  July  1, 

1965 

Yellowstone  

246 

Silver  Bow  

26 

Garfield 

.....  10 

Cascade  

135 

Daniels  

26 

Judith  Basin  

...  10 

Missoula  

123 

Custer  

26 

McCone  

.....  9 

Valley  

68 

Phillips 

25 

Madison  

.....  9 

Chouteau  

..  65 

Carter  

25 

Sanders  

.....  9 

Fergus  

61 

Park  

22 

Deer  Lodge 

.....  8 

Lewis  & Clark  

56 

Richland  

21 

Granite  

....  7 

Flathead  

54 

Stillwater  

20 

Meagher  

.....  6 

Hill  

46 

Lincoln 

19 

Powell  

.....  5 

Roosevelt  

46 

Teton  

18 

Petroleum  

.....  5 

Sheridan  

42 

Fallon  

_ .. 18 

Wheatland  

.....  4 

Gallatin 

41 

Lake 

16 

Prairie  

... . 4 

Glacier  

38 

Rosebud  

16 

Mineral  ..... 

.....  4 

Blaine  

35 

Ravalli ... 

. 16 

Wibaux  - . 

....  3 

Dawson 

34 

Sweetgrass  ...  ... 

. 15 

Broadwater 

2 

Big  Horn  

30 

Carbon  

12 

Golden  Valley 

.....  2 

Toole  

29 

Powder  River  

11 

Treasure  

....  2 

Beaverhead  

29 

Liberty  

11 

Jefferson  

.....  1 

Pondera . 

27 

Musselshell  

11 

TOTAL  1659 
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MONTANA  PILOT  FLIGHT  PLAN  SERVICE 


On  April  15,  1963,  the  Commission  inaugurated  the  "Montana  Pilot  Flight  Plan  Service",  whereby 
pilots  at  airport  locations  not  serviced  by  the  FAA  Flight  Service  Station  may  place  collect  tele- 
phone calls  to  the  nearest  FAA  Flight  Service  Station,  who  in  turn  will  charge  such  calls  to  a Montana 
Aeronautics  Commission  special  credit  card  number. 

The  service  is  available  to  all  pilots  registered  with  the  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission.  The 
Service  has  proven  highly  successful  and  has  been  enthusiastically  accepted  by  pilot  and  traffic  con- 
trol personnel  alike. 

The  purpose  of  the  program  is  to  encourage  and  greatly  increase  the  use  of  flight  plans  by  pilots 
in  Montana,  and  secondly,  to  avoid  as  much  as  possible,  the  heavy  workload  and  costly  process  in- 
volved in  Search  and  Rescue,  either  through  failure  to  close  flight  plans  or  in  the  actual  search  for 
overdue  pilots  where  unknown  conditions  exist  through  failure  to  use  any  flight  plan  service. 

Montana  has  received  national  recognition  for  the  inauguration  of  this  service  and  interest  has 
been  shown  by  a number  of  other  states  to  duplicate  this  service. 

The  graph  below  denotes  the  number  and  cost  of  plight  plan  calls  during  the  past  fiscal  year. 


CALLS / DOLLARS 


AVERAGE  COST  PER  CALL 
TOTAL  $0.75 
FY  65  $0.76 


SEARCH  AND  RESCUE 

The  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission  has  the  responsibility  for  air  search  and  rescue  of  all 
lost  or  downed  aircraft  in  Montana  with  the  exception  of  air  carrier  and  military  aircraft. 

Operating  under  the  Search  and  Rescue  plan,  the  State  is  divided  into  14  areas,  each  headed  by  a 
volunteer  coordinator.  The  coordinator  is  designated  by  the  Commission  on  the  basis  of  his  knowledge 
of  the  area,  his  leadership  and  his  aeronautical  skill.  Upon  notification  of  a search,  the  coordinator 
organizes  and  directs  the  air  search  in  his  particular  area,  under  the  overall  supervision  of  the  Com- 
mission. 
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DISTRICTS 


SEARCH  AND  RESCUE  COORDINATORS 


District 

No.  Area  Coordinator  Town 

1 Donald  F.  Peterson _ Libby 

2 Jack  Archibald  Kalispell 

3 Herb  Sammons Cut  Bank 

4 Homer  Holman  Great  Falls 

5 Gordon  C.  Sands  Havre 

6 John  W.  Rogers  Lewistown 

7 Eugene  Mendel Malta 


District 

No.  Area  Coordinator  Town 

8 Harold  DeSilva Plentywood 

9 Sig  Ugrin  Miles  City 

10  John  Lynch  Billings 

1 1 A1  Newby  Belgrade 

12  Jeff  Morrison  Helena 

13  Bill  Jones  Butte 

14  Bob  Johnson  Missoula 


STATISTICS 

Information  Requests  (INREQS),  Alert  Notices  (ALNOTS) 
processed  and  Searches  conducted  during  the  fiscal  year 
1965. 

t 

Fiscal 

ACCIDENT  REPORT 
year  1965. 

ink  ty  s r 

1 45 

, 

61 

Aircraft  Accidents 

A L NOT  s r 

1 24 

17 

Fatal  Accidents 

SEARCHES  1 1 

1 

7 

_J 

1 1 1 1 

36 

Fatalities 

0 

10 

20  30  40  50 

—16— 


UNICOM  RADIO  PROGRAM 


The  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission  has  available  two-way  air  to  ground  radio  units  to  be  in- 
stalled on  Montana  airports. 

"Unicom''  is  known  as  a private  pilot's  frequency.  It  is  not  to  be  used  for  air  traffic  control  but 
it  is  intended  to  provide  advisory  service  concerning  condition  of  the  runways,  fuel  and  service  avail- 
able, wind  conditions,  availability  of  weather  information,  transportation,  search  and  rescue  and  any 
other  data  required  for  safe  and  expeditious  operation  of  aircraft.  The  unicorn  frequency  of  122.8  me 
is  also  used  for  communications  between  private  aircraft  in  flight. 

The  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission  pays  one-half  of  the  cost  of  a radio,  accessories  and  instal- 
lation with  the  sponsor  paying  the  other  one-half.  There  are  no  additional  fees  to  the  sponsor  as  the  Mon- 
tana Aeronautics  Commission  provides  all  maintenance. 

The  Montana  Unicom  Program  has  grown  steadily  since  the  first  FCC  licensing  took  place  in  1957. 

17  Stations  were  in  operation  in  1957,  36  in  1961  and  49  at  the  end  of  this  year.  Ashland,  Browning, 
Forsyth  and  Laurel  are  the  new  members  of  Montana's  Unicom  network.  Sidney,  Big  Timber,  Boulder 
and  Harlowton  are  likely  prospects  to  enter  into  the  Commission's  program  in  FY  1966. 


AERONAUTICAL  ADVISORY  RADIO  NETWORK 


UNICOM  ON  122.8 

Alzada 

East  Poplar 

Laurel 

Anaconda 

Ethridge 

Lewistown 

Ashland 

Fairfield 

Libby 

Babb 

Forsyth 

Plentywood 

Big  Timber  (Private) 

Fort  Benton 

Poison 

Bozeman 

Gallatin  Gateway — (Nine  Poplar 

Bridger 

Quarter  Circle  Ranch) 

Red  Lodge 

Browning 

Geraldine 

Roundup 

Butte 

Glasgow 

Scobey 

Chester 

Glendive 

Shelby 

Chinook 

Hamilton 

Superior 

Choteau 

Hardin  (Private) 

Sweetgrass-Coutts 

Columbus 

Harlowton  (Private) 

Townsend 

Condon 

Havre 

West  Poplar 

Conrad 

Havre  (Sands,  Private) 

West  Yellowstone 

Culbertson 

Jackson 

Wolf  Point 

Dell 

Jordon 

Valier 

Kalispell 

UNICOM  ON  123.0 

Billings  (Private) 


Helena 


Great  Falls  (Private) 


Missoula 


UNICOM  HANDBOOK 


A handbook,  titled  "Unicom,  Aeronautical  Advisory  Station  Equipment  and  Licensing  Program", 
which  describes  the  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission's  Unicom  program  and  policy,  is  available 
to  interested  persons  on  request. 


17— 


AVIATION  EDUCATION 


The  aviation  education  program  is  financed  and  under  the  administration  of  the  Montana  Aero- 
nautics Commission,  however,  as  aviation  education  is  a program  conducted  almost  entirely  through 
the  schools,  colleges  and  educator's  groups,  the  Supervisor,  Mrs.  Mary  Jo  Janey,  works  in  the  offices 
and  within  the  framework  of  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  and  subject  to  the  Department's  edu- 
cational policies. 

The  broad  nature  of  the  work  done  in  aviation  education  is  to  assist  schools  in  integrating  avia- 
tion subject  matter  with  existing  courses  at  all  grade  levels;  maintaining  and  developing,  as  the  need 
arises,  instructional  materials  and  teaching  aids  to  implement  such  programs;  and  disseminating  in- 
formation about  aviation  and  its  education  implication  to  educators  and  other  groups  wherever  the 
need  exists. 

Many  programs  and  projects  have  been  instituted,  and  old  ones  strengthened,  over  the  course  of 
the  past  year. 

TEACHER  WORKSHOPS 

The  major  program  of  Aviation  Education  Workshops  for  teachers  was  continued,  with  courses 
held  at  Montana  State  University,  Missoula;  Montana  State  College,  Bozeman  and  Western  Montana 
College  of  Education,  Dillon.  Eighty-seven  teachers  were  enrolled. 

In  1965  courses  were  held  in  all  five  teacher  training  units  of  the  University  system.  The  Montana 
Aeronautics  Commission  cooperated  with  a privat-ely  sponsored  one  at  the  College  of  Great  Falls.  One 
hundred  forty-one  teachers  participated  in  these  courses. 

During  the  1964  series,  a leadership  training  program  for  potential  future  aviation  education  leaders 
was  initiated  with  the  purpose  of  developing  Montana  educators  to  assume  leadership  within  their 
profession  in  aviation  education. 

One  of  the  goals  of  Aviation  Education  in  Montana  is  to  provide  wherever  feasible  education  for 
high  school  youth  in  the  more  technical  and  scientific  aspects  of  aviation.  With  this  view  in  mind,  the 
following  projects  were  initiated  in  1964. 


GROUND  SCHOOL 

Ground  School  Instructors'  Course  for  high  school  teachers  of  science  and  math,  to  prepare  them 
to  teach  aviation-oriented  science  courses.  Offerered  at  Western  Montana  College  of  Education,  eight 
teachers  took  the  course  in  1964,  ten  in  1965. 

AVIATION  SCIENCE  COURSE  GUIDE 

An  Aviation  Science  Course  Guide  for  Grades  1 1 and  1 2 was  developed  by  a teacher  committee 
who  met  three  times  during  the  year.  The  Guide  is  to  assist  teachers  in  setting  up  and  teaching  such 
a course. 

Serving  on  the  committee  were: 

Dr.  Wesley  Caspers,  Western  Montana  College  of  Education,  Dillon 
Mr.  Robert  Anderson,  Great  Falls  High  School,  Great  Falls. 

Mr.  Wayne  Hoffman,  Helena  High  School,  Helena 

Mr.  Ronald  Kologi,  Shelby  High  School,  Shelby 

Mr.  William  Young,  Broadus  High  School,  Broadus 

Mr.  Jack  Hughes,  Consultant,  Johnson  Flying  Service,  Missoula 

Mrs.  Mary  Jo  Janey,  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission  and  State  Department  of  Public  In- 
struction, Helena 

Mrs.  Imogene  Peek,  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission  and  State  Department  of  Public  In- 
struction, Helena 
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HIGH  SCHOOL  COURSES 


Aviation  courses  were  offered  at  the  following  high  schools  in  1964: 

Broadus  High  School  Bainville  High  School 

Great  Falls  High  School  Glasgow  High  School 

Books  and  materials  are  furnished  to  interested  classes  upon  request.  Civil  Air  Patrol  study  man- 
uals are  provided  to  all  CAP  Cadet  Squadrons  in  the  State. 

FLIGHT  SEMINAR  FOR  YOUTH 

In  1964,  the  first  Flight  Youth  Seminar  was  held  in  Montana.  This  program  is  a competition  de- 
signed to  identify  future  aviation  leaders  among  present  high  school  youth.  From  thirty-four  entries 
received,  eight  semi-finalists  were  chosen,  two  of  whom,  in  interviews  with  a selection  committee,  were 
selected  to  represent  Montana  at  the  National  Flight  Youth  Seminar  in  Oklahoma  City.  They  were 
Victor  Kiesling,  Jr.,  and  Joyce  Gertzen,  Cut  Bank,  both  student  pilots,  honor  roll  students  and  student 
council  presidents. 

VO-AG 

Vocational- Agriculture  Flying  Classroom  projects  were  continued  in  1964  with  flights  at  Absarokee, 
Huntley,  and  Miles  City  High  Schools.  A total  of  sixty-five  boys  were  flown  on  these  agricultural  flying 
field  trips. 

Fort  Benton  held  their  second  Vo-ag  flying  classroom  this  year,  continuing  on  their  own,  with  support 
from  the  Future  Farmers  of  America. 

The  Flying  Classroom  concept  was  expanded  to  Earth  Science  and  the  teaching  of  Geology  from 
the  air  in  a project  held  at  Fort  Benton  in  February,  1965.  Twenty  four  students  and  the  teacher  were 
flown  on  a trip  encompassing  the  area  north  of  the  Highwood  Mountains  and  south  of  the  Missouri 
River,  rich  in  geological  formations  of  varied  types. 

BULLETIN  REPRINTED 

Due  to  a marked  increase  in  requests,  the  Airline  Stewardess  Career  bullentin  was  reprinted  this 
year.  This  bulletin  and  other  aviation  education  materials  developed  in  Montana  have  received  wide 
acceptance,  both  in  State  and  nationally.  Of  interest  is  the  fact,  that  four  other  states  have  requested 
information  on  starting  their  own  aviation  education  programs.  A regional  meeting  of  representatives  of 
five  states  met  in  St.  Paul  early  in  1964  to  discuss  Inter-state  cooperation  and  assistance  in  setting  up 
aviation  education  programs.  Montana  took  a leading  part  in  this  meeting. 

MISCELLANEOUS  ACTIVITIES 

An  exhibit  of  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission  educational  services  was  set  up  and  displayed 
at  the  Montana  Education  Association  Convention  in  Billings  in  October  and  at  Lewistown  at  the  M.A.T.A. 
convention  in  April. 

An  article  on  Aviation  Education  in  Montana  was  solicited  by  the  National  Aeronautics  Association 
for  publication  in  the  December  1964  issue  of  their  magazine. 

The  Supervisor  of  Aviation  Education  serves  on  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  National  Aerospace 
Education  Council. 
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SECOND  AVIATION  MECHANICS'  REFRESHER  SEMINAR 


The  Aviation  Mechanics'  Refresher  Seminar  held  in  December  1963,  the  first  of  its  size  and  scope 
to  be  held  in  the  United  States,  proved  by  critique  of  the  trainees  and  participating  instructors  to  be  a 
needed  and  worthwhile  program,  therefore  the  Commission  sponsored  the  second  Seminar,  December  30, 
1964  through  January  6,  1965. 

The  primary  aim  of  the  Seminars  is  to  establish  a thorough  program  wherein  Montana  Aviation 
Mechanics  may  obtain  the  knowledge  of  the  latest  equipment  and  procedures  and  receive  technical 
assistance  of  factory  trained  technicians  and  industry  specialists. 

With  the  completion  of  the  1964  Seminar,  certificates  had  been  presented  to  48  qualified  Aviation 
Mechanics  representing  20  Counties  from  the  38  Counties  having  fixed  base  operations. 

The  following  24  Aviation  Mechanics  from  the  Montana  aircraft  industry  attended  the  1964  seminar: 


Name 

Town 

County 

Alton  D.  Anderson,  Jr. 

Billings 

Yellowstone 

H.  D.  (Doug)  Anderson 

Belgrade 

Gallatin 

Harold  P.  Anderson 

Wolf  Point 

Roosevelt 

Jack  Archibald 

Kalispell 

Glacier 

Gale  K.  Beedle 

Missoula 

Missoula 

Joseph  C.  Engel,  Jr. 

Wolf  Point 

Roosevelt 

Floyd  Ferguson 

Kalispell 

Glacier 

Michael  D.  Ferguson 

Billings 

Yellowstone 

Elmer  G.  Finneman 

Great  Falls 

Cascade 

Leroy  L.  Gillett 

Billings 

Yellowstone 

Robert  Horinek 

Hingham 

Hill 

John  Hyko 

Helena 

Lewis  and  Clark 

Rudolph  E.  Jacobson 

Culbertson 

Roosevelt 

Jimmie  J.  Johnson 

Lewistown 

Fergus 

C.  Mike  Mellinger 

Great  Falls 

Cascade 

Albert  W.  Petersen 

Sidney 

Richland 

Stanley  G.  Read 

Missoula 

Missoula 

W.  M.  Rush 

Scobey 

Daniels 

Larry  Stockhill 

Kalispell 

Glacier 

Glenn  Stott 

Great  Falls 

Cascade 

Robert  L.  Tomalino 

Glendive 

Dawson 

Ray  Wicks 

Missoula 

Missoula 

Keith  Wilhelm 

Missoula 

Missoula 

Louis  Wolfer 

Missoula 

Missoula 

Manufacturers  and  representatives  of  the  aviaton  industry  who  made  presentations  at  the  seminar 
were: 


Beech  Aircraft  Corporation 
Bendix  Corporation 
Cessna  Aircraft  Company 
Piper  Aircraft  Corporation 
Combs  Aircraft,  Inc. 

Champion  Spark  Plug  Company 


Electronic  Consultants  Service 
Federal  Aviation  Agency 
Lycoming  Division- A VCO  Corp. 
Mid-Continent  Airmotive  Corp. 
Pacific  Airmotive  Corporation 
Scintilla  Division  of  Bendix  Corp. 
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FILM  AND  EDUCATIONAL  SERIES  LIBRARY 


Audio-visual  material  is  available  on  a free  loan  basis  to  school,  pilot  groups,  civic  organizations  and 
other  interested  persons. 

During  the  fiscal  year  64-65  approximately  40,000  individuals  had  the  opportunity  to  view  the  films 
— an  increase  of  10,000  over  last  year.  Twenty  one  films  are  carried  in  the  Commission  film  library  with 
subjects  ranging  from  launching  of  satellites  to  the  operation  of  a state  aviation  agency. 


FY-63 


Prints  Title 

2 A Fire  Called  Jeremiah  

Agricultural  Aviation  5 

Airport  America 12 

Air  Taxi,  USA 5 

Approach  to  Land,  G.C.A. 

Approach  to  Land,  I.L.S. 

Aviation  and  the  States  5 

Eyes  in  Outer  Space : 

Flying  Businessman  - 2 

Flying  Farmer  5 

Flying  VOR 

Man  in  Flight 1 1 

Man  in  Space  36 

Montana  and  the  Sky  92 

Roads  in  the  Sky  

Road  to  the  Stars 20 

Take  the  High  Road  9 

The  Best  Investment  We  Ever  Made 

To  Save  a Life 1 2 

We  Saw  It  Happen  5 

Records  and  film  strips  

Total  231 


1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

3 

16 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

8 


FY-64 

13 
21 
12 

2 

3 

17 

22 

21 

14 
7 

25 

54 

110 

17 

36 

20 

23 

21 

19 

463 


FY-65 

46 
15 
23 
13 

5 

5 

22 

35 

12 

12 

5 

40 

47 
122 

33 

34 
20 

9 

18 

22 

23 

576 


The  film  "Montana  and  the  Sky"  produced  by  the  Commission  in  1953  remains  the  most  popular, 
receiving  50  Montana  bookings  in  addition  to  63  out-of-state  showings  in  25  different  states  and  Sweden 
totaling  approximately  4,050  viewers. 

Film  strips  and/or  records  available  include  the  following: 


Aviation  Physiology 
Why  Instrument  Training 
General  Aviation  Grow  Kit 
Theory  of  Flight 
On  Course,  On  the  Glidepath 


Instrument  Flight 

Los  Angeles  to  New  York  VFR 

Tower  Communications 

ATC  Clears 

In  Radar  Contact 


A film  brochure  is  available  listing  the  audio-visual  material  and  the  methods  of  shipment  and 
ordering. 


—21 


PUBLICATIONS 


AIRPORT  DIRECTORY 

The  Commission's  Airport  Division  publishes  an  airport  directory  containing  individual  drawings  of 
each  of  the  118  public  use  and  private  airports  in  the  state.  The  drawings  show  the  airports  in  detail 
and  their  locations  relative  to  the  adjacent  cities.  Included  in  the  directory  is  technical  information  that 
is  of  vital  importance  and  value  to  pilots  flying  in  Montana. 

The  latest  revisions  are  presently  being  compiled  and  will  be  available  for  distribution  by  February 
1966. 


AERONAUTICAL  CHART 

During  the  fiscal  year,  the  Engineering  Division  of  the  Commission  completed  compiling  data  for  the 
revision  of  the  Aeronautical  Chart.  This  chart  has  proven  to  be  of  unlimited  value  to  air  navigation  in 
the  state  and  has  become  greatly  appreciated  by  out-of-state  pilots. 

The  revised  edition  of  the  chart  will  be  completed  by  October,  1966. 

NEWSLETTER 

A monthly  publication  entitled  Montana  and  the  Sky  is  sent  to  all  registered  pilots  and  courtesy 
copies  are  sent  to  flight  operators,  Federal  Aviation  Agency  Departments  and  aviation  organizations. 
Courtesy  copies  are  also  furnished  to  all  interested  individuals  on  request. 

The  publication  features  Montana  aviation,  persons,  organizations  and  activities.  Attention  is  focused 
on  national  items  of  particular  interest  and  technical  features  of  special  importance. 

Average  run  is  12  pages.  Circulation  in  the  fiscal  year  1965  reached  approximately  4,500. 


FLIGHT  PLAN/WEATHER  BOOKLET 

The  Flight  Plan/Weather  Booklet  is  an  81/2,'xll" 
tablet  consisting  of  50  detachable  pages  on  which  pilots 
can  file  their  flight  plan,  copy  the  weather  data  and 
maintain  a flight  log,  complete  on  a one-page  form.  A 
pilot  can  check  each  subsequent  weather  broadcast  while 
in  flight  for  comparison  with  previous  sequences  and 
determine  if  the  weather  is  improving  or  deteriorating. 

The  booklets  were  distributed  to  all  flight  operators; 
U.  S.  Weather  Bureaus;  Federal  Aviation  Agency  Flight 
service  Stations,  Towers  and  General  Aviation  District 
Offices,  in  Montana. 


PILOTS  WEATHER  LOG 

The  Pilots  Weather  Log  is  a pocket  sized  booklet 
consisting  of  an  explanatory  page  of  The  Key  to  Aviation 
Weather  Reports  and  50  detachable  pages.  (Note  top 
portion  of  Flight  PI  an/ Weather  Booklet  page).  The  log 
was  devised  to  allow  pilots  to  copy  weather  reports  while 
checking  the  forecast  by  telephone  and  to  make  it  possible 
for  them  to  have  the  weather  data  convenient  for  com- 
parison with  future  weather  broadcasts  in  order  to  determine  the  weather  trend  enroute. 

The  Weather  Logs  were  distributed  to  all  Montana  registered  pilots;  flight  operations;  U.  S.  Weather 
Bureaus;  Federal  Aviation  Flight  Service  Stations,  Towers  and  General  Aviation  District  Offices. 
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WEST  YELLOWSTONE  BOOKLETS 


Two  booklets  relative  to  the  new  airport  at  West  Yellowstone  were  printed  and  distributed  during 
fiscal  year  1965. 

Operating  Rules  and  Regulations:  (First  Edition  published  January,  1965 — revisions  will  be  published 
as  seen  necessary.) 

Schedule  of  Fees  for  Aircraft  Operation:  Printed  and  distributed  in  advance  of  the  opening  of  the  West 
Yellowstone  Airport  and  listed  the  Landing  Fees;  Fuel  Flow  Fees  and  Tie  Down  Fees  for  Scheduled  Air 
Carriers,  "T"  Category  Aircraft  and  General  Aviation. 

GO-NO-GO  CHARTS 

The  Go-No-Go  Charts  furnish  a graphic  display  showing  pilots  the  safe  wind  velocities  in  which  they 
should  taxi  or  take  off  in  their  particular  aircraft. 

The  charts,  encased  in  1 1 "x  1 4"  frams  for  display  in  prominent  locations,  were  distributed  to  all  flight 
operators;  U.  S.  Weather  Bureaus;  Federal  Aviation  Flight  Service  Stations,  Towers  and  General  Aviation 
District  Offices  in  Montana. 


ADDRESSOGRAPH 

The  Commission's  addressograph  system  furnishes  a general  mail-out  of  approximately  4,500. 

Individual  lists  are  available  to  accomplish  mail-outs  to  General  Aviation  Operators;  Airport  Man- 
agers; Aviation  Mechanics;  Registered  Pilots;  Elementary  and  High  Schools  (public  and  private)  and 
the  Press  Media. 


COLLATION,  PUBLIC  RELATIONS,  COORDINATION 

The  Commission,  on  request  has  given  assistance  and  acted  as  coordinator  for  fly-ins,  dedications 
and  various  organizational  aviation  functions  for  the  following  Montana  flying  organizations  and  civic 
groups:  Montana  Pilots  Association;  Montana  Pilots  Association  Local  Hangars;  City  and  County  Air- 
port Boards;  Flying  Farmers  and  Ranchers;  Ninety-Nine's;  Chambers  of  Commerce;  International  North- 
west Aviation  Council;  National  Aviation  Trades  Association;  National  Association  of  State  Aviation 
Officials  and  the  aviation  departments  of  other  states. 

The  Safety  and  Education  Division  complied  with  over  250  requests  from  schools  throughout 
Montana  requesting  cloud  charts  and  miscellaneous  maaterial.  Over  300  requests  from  out-of-state  were 
answered  for  aeronautical  material  and  information. 
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AIRPORT  DIVISION 


JAMES  H.  MONGER,  Assistant  Director 

Vernon  L.  Moody,  Airport  Engineer 
Worthie  R.  Rauscher,  Airport  Engineer 
Joan  DeBorde,  Airports  Secretary 
Hal  Wight,  Airport  Manager  (Yellowstone)* 
Delver  Randell,  Custodial  (Yellowstone)* 
Dennis  Acton,  Airmarking/Maintenance* 

Joe  Bridges,  Airmarking/Maintenance* 

Paul  Bunn,  Airmarking/Maintenance* 

Earl  Goodno,  Airmarking/Maintenance* 
Kenneth  Larson,  Airmarking/Maintenance* 
Kenneth  McCauley,  Airmarking/Maintenance* 
Dean  Stroh,  Airmarking/Maintenance* 

* Seasonal 
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AIRPORT  SERVICES 

WIND-CONE  STANDARDS 


The  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission  supplies  prefabricated  wind-cone  standards  to  public  airports 
upon  request.  These  standards  are  erected  free  of  charge  by  the  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission  on 
any  public  use  airport  that  does  not  have  a wind-cone  standard. 

In  fiscal  year  1965  wind-cone  standards  were  erected  at  the  following  locations: 

Wise  River  (Ferguson)  (1)  Fortine  (Vredenburg)  (2) 

Eureka  (1)  Wilsall  (1) 

Martinsdale  (Holliday)  (1) 

Previous  installed  wind-cone  standards  at  public  airports  by  the  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission 
are  located  at: 


Anaconda 

Harlem 

Polebridge 

Ashland 

Helena 

Richey 

Augusta 

Hinsdale 

Rock  Creek 

Babb  (2) 

Hogeland 

Ryegate 

Boulder 

Lavina 

Seeley  Lake  (2) 

Browning 

Lincoln 

Sweetgrass 

Canyon  Ferry 

Meadow  Creek  (2) 

Tiber  Dam 

Chinook 

Morgan 

Turner 

East  Poplar 

N Bar  Ranch 

West  Poplar 

Ekalaka 

9 Quarter  Circle 

Whitefish 

Gardiner 

Oxbow 

White  Sulphur  ! 

The  construction  in  1965  brings  the  total  units  now  installed  to  42. 

When  possible  a segmented  circle  is  constructed  by  using  old  truck  tires.  During  fiscal  year  1965 
segmented  circles  were  constructed  at: 

Wilsall  Martinsdale  White  Sulphur  Springs 

PILOT  REGISTRATION  DESKS 

The  State  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Montana  Pilots'  Association  made  a suggestion  to  the  Montana 
Aeronautics  Commission  which  was  implemented  in  fiscal  year  1965.  The  Montana  Pilots'  Association 
suggested  that:  the  Aeronautics  Commission  provide  a very  simple  self  supported  pilot  registration  desk 
on  every  public  airport  in  Montana  that  does  not  have  a full  time  attendant.  The  purpose  of  these 
registration  desks  is  to  have  a record  of  the  aircraft  and  number  of  people  that  are  using  public  airports 
throughout  the  State.  This  information  can  become  valuable  when  a city  or  county  commission  is  decid- 
ing whether  or  not  a suggested  project  on  the  airport  would  be  justified  through  usage. 

The  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission  contracted  with  the  State  Parks  Division  to  construct  50  of 
these  units.  The  cost  was  $28  a piece  and  in  the  sumer  of  1965  the  airmarking  and  airport  maintenance 
summer  crews  installed  48  pilot  registration  desks  at  the  following  airports  throughout  Montana: 


Augusta 

Fairfield 

Lincoln 

Terry 

Babb 

Forsyth 

Nashua 

Three  Forks 

Big  Sandy 

Fort  Peck 

Opheim 

Tiber 

Boulder 

Gardiner 

Polebridge 

Townsend 

Bridger 

Geraldine 

Richey 

Troy 

Browning 

Harlem 

Ronan 

Turner 

Circle 

Hinsdale 

Ryegate 

Twin  Bridges 

Clinton 

Hot  Springs 

St.  Ignatius 

Westby 

Deer  Lodge 

Jordan 

Seeley  Lake 

Whitefish 

Denton 

Laurel 

Stanford 

White  Sulphur  Springs 

Dutton 

Lavina 

Stevensville 

Winifred 

Ekalaka 

Medicine  Lake 

Sunburst 

Wolf  Creek 

Units  at  Nashua  and 

Westby  will  be  taken  out 

and  relocated  as 

the  airports  are  no  longer  active. 
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AIRPORT  NAME  STONE  MARKERS 

The  summer  airport  maintenance  crew  builds  stone  markers  on  newly  constructed,  remotely  located 
airstrips.  The  stone  markers  indicate  the  name  of  the  airport  along  with  the  airport  elevation.  The  letters 
are  10  feet  in  height  and  painted  bright  yellow  and  show  up  most  vividly  from  the  air. 

In  fiscal  year  1965,  a stone  marker  unit  was  provided  at  the  Canyon  Ferry  airstrip  near  Townsend. 

Previously  constructed  stone  markers  are  located  at  Augusta,  East  Poplar,  Ekalaka,  Lincoln, 
Polebridge  and  Seeely  Lake. 

RUNWAY  MARKERS 

The  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission  is  continually  concerned  with  providing  a good  system  of 
airstrip  marking  on  the  VFR  airports  throughout  the  State.  At  the  present  time  the  Montana  Aeronautics 
Commission  is  conducting  a study  on  a fibre  glass  cone  marker  that  is  manufactured  in  Montana. 

In  the  past,  new  airstrips  have  received  either  flush  concrete  markers  or  flush  stone  markers,  both 
painted  either  chrome  yellow  or  white.  During  fiscal  year  1965  concrete  runway  markers  were  provided 
at  Augusta  and  Whitefish  airports. 

In  the  past  the  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission  summer  airport  maintenance  crew  has  installed 
markers  at  East  Poplar,  Sweetgrass  and  Canyon  Ferry. 

COMFORT  STATIONS 

To  date  the  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission  summer  maintenance  crew  has  provided  rest  room 
facilities  at  remotely  located  airports  in  Montana.  These  airport  comfort  facilities  have  been  placed  at: 

Augusta  Boulder  Lincoln  (2)  Wolf  Creek 

Babb  Browning  Seeley  Lake  (2) 

AIRPORT  TELEPHONES 

The  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission  is  continually  striving  to  impress  local  airport  boards  of  the 
need  of  a pay  telephone  on  every  public  airport  in  Montana.  A pay  telephone  is  most  necessary  due 
to  the  distance  from  town  to  some  airports  and  to  the  fact  that  many  airports  in  Montana  are  not  attended. 
In  fiscal  year  1965  telephone  booths  were  installed  at  the  Seeley  Lake  airport,  West  Yellowstone  airport 
and  Harlowton  airport. 

SURPLUS  PROPERTY 

The  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission  acts  as  a screening  agent  between  the  United  States  Air  Force 
and  public  airports  in  Montana.  This  office  receives  catalogs  of  surplus  equipment  that  has  been  declared 
excess  by  the  Federal  government.  The  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission  makes  application  for 
suitable  property  on  behalf  of  local  airport  boards.  , -'y  , ^ 

AIRPORT  MANAGEMENT  SCHOOL 

The  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission  acts  as  cosponsor  with  the  Montana  Airport  Management 
Association  every  year  on  a one  day  training  seminar.  This  seminar  is  conducted  each  spring  and  the 
main  purpose  is  to  assist  airport  boards  and  airport  managers  in  up-dating  their  knowledge  and  methods 
of  new  airport  regulations  and  new  methods  in  airport  maintenance  and  construction. 
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ENGINEERING  SERVICES 


Whenever  a local  airport  board  has  a particular  major  construction  project  to  accomplish  they 
will  always  retain  a registered  Montana  consulting  engineer  to  render  the  engineering  service  desired. 
Whenever  the  Aeronautics  Commission  is  in  need  of  a consulting  engineering  firm  to  conduct  a major 
engineering  project  on  a state  airport,  the  consulting  engineer  is  retained  on  behalf  of  the  Montana 
Aeronautics  Commission  by  the  State  Board  of  Examiners  and  Department  of  Administration. 


Occasionally,  a local  airport  board  or  town  or  county,  will  want  to  accomplish  an  airport  improve- 
ment project  through  the  use  of  volunteer  men  and  equipment.  These  projects  are  generally  quite  small 
and  because  they  are  volunteer  projects  they  usually  do  not  have  funds  available  for  engineering 
services,  therefore,  in  this  case  the  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission  will  render  engineering  services 
by  our  Airport  Division  airport  engineers  at  the  request  of  the  local  sponsor.  In  fiscal  year  1965  the 
Montana  Aeronautics  Commission  engineers  assisted  in  a runway  lighting  project  at  Eureka  and  a 
runway  extension  project  at  Eureka. 


Any  private  airport  owner  whose  airport  is  open  to  the 
public  is  eligible  for  technical  assistance  from  the  Montana 
Aeronautics  Commission.  In  fiscal  year  1965  technical  airport 
engineering  assistance  was  given  to  privately  owned  public 
airports  at  Fortine,  Wise  River  and  Martinsdale. 


MAC  Engineers  Worthie  Rauscher  and  Vem 
Moody  shown  with  Bill  Fairhurst,  Three  Forks, 
during  volunteer  airport  lighting  project. 


AIRMARKING  PROGRAM 


Montana  has  243  roof  tops  airmarked  throughout  the  State.  These  airmarkers  are  placed  in  most 
every  small  town  in  the  State.  Many  of  the  larger  ranches  in  eastern  Montana  are  airmarked  due  to 
the  vast  distance  to  the  next  city.  The  complete  airmarker  indicates  to  a pilot,  the  name  of  the  location 
that  he  is  flying  over,  the  direction  and  distance  to  the  nearest  airport,  the  latitude  and  longitude  of  his 
present  location  and  a north  arrow.  Very  few  new  airmarkers  are  established  each  year,  however,  the 
program  continues  to  maintain  the  existing  markers  and  paint  new  ones  where  justified  and  repair  old 
existing  roof  top  markers.  In  fiscal  year  1965,  107  of  the  243  markers  were  repainted. 

Montana  also  has  the  western  region  of  the  State  airmarked  in  the  forest  lands.  The  higher  moun- 
tainous areas  are  airmarked  through  a series  of  identification  numbers  on  forest  service  lookout  towers 
throughout  western  Montana.  There  are  97  forest  lookout  towers  airmarked.  The  cost  of  painting  an 
airmarker  has  been  averaged  out  at  approximately  $40.00  each,  which  includes  salaries  and  expenses 
of  the  summer  airmarking  crew,  the  paint  thinner,  miscellaneous  hand  tools  and  vehicle  expense. 

In  the  fiscal  year  of  1965,  2,300  Montana  pilots  were  queried  as  to  their  consensus  of  the  necessity 
of  the  airmarking  program.  Approximately  one  half  of  the  pilots  returned  their  questionnaire  and  83% 
of  the  total  returns  were  definitely  in  favor  of  the  program.  14%  were  opposed  and  3%  were  undecided. 
Due  to  this  survey  made  of  the  Montana  pilots,  the  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission  chose  to  continue 
the  airmarking  program,  realizing  of  course,  that  the  airmarker  is  most  valuable  to  a pilot  from  out  of 
state  who  would  be  unfamiliar  with  our  conditions  in  Montana,  just  as  midwest  airmarkers  would  be 
valuable  to  a Montana  pilot. 
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BEACON  RELOCATION  PROGRAM 


Airport  beacons  in  the  State  of  Montana  as  of  January  1,  1965  numbered  52.  Of  these  beacons  two 
are  situated  on  air  force  bases  and  50  are  owned  by  counties,  municipalities  or  airport  boards  and  are 
situated  in  most  cases  on  municipal  airports.  The  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission  has  in  the  past 
provided  20  Montana  airports  with  a surplus  beacon  unit  that  was  obtained  from  the  Federal  Aviation 
Agency.  These  beacons  are  located  at: 


Big  Sandy 

Geraldine 

Bridger 

Hamilton 

Chester 

Malta 

Chinook 

Plentywood 

Choteau 

Red  Lodge 

Columbus 

Scobey 

Conrad 

Shelby 

Culbertson 

Three  Forks 

Eureka 

West  Yellowstone 

Fort  Benton 

Winifred 

As  of  January  1,  1965  the  Federal  Aviation  Agency  owned  and  operated  39  airway  beacons  in  the 
State. 

The  Federal  Aviation  Agency  decommissioned  29  of  these  airway  beacons  at  the  end  of  the  fiscal 
year.  The  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission  made  application  for  and  received  these  29  complete 
beacon  units  from  the  Federal  Aviation  Agency.  The  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission  is  now  in  the 
process  of  making  a determination  as  to  how  many  of  these  29  airway  beacons  should  be  left  in  that 
specific  location  and  be  continued  to  be  used  as  a navigational  aid  for  night  VFR  flying.  At  this  time 
it  is  estimated  that  the  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission  will  leave  between  12  and  18  of  these  beacon 
units  in  their  strategic  location  and  continue  to  maintain  and  operate  them  as  the  Federal  Aviation 
Agency  did.  The  .remaining  11  to  17  units  will  be  placed  on  municipal  airports  throughout  the  State 
that  now  have  neither  an  airport  beacon  nor  runway  lights  but  have  requested  both.  Not  all  of  the 
decommissioned  beacons  will  be  salvageable  and  replaceable  as  airport  beacons  due  to  their  particular 
design.  The  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission  has  agreed,  however,  that  if  a local  airport  wants  a beacon 
and  has  made  application  for  same,  the  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission  will  contract  to  have  the 
beacon  unit  relocated  from  the  mountain  top  to  a municipal  airport  and  then  the  city  or  county  will  take 
over  the  beacon  and  maintain  and  operate  it  thereafter.  The  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission  has 
received  inquiry  or  actual  application  for  new  beacon  installations  at  the  following  airports: 


Anaconda 

Kalispell — City  Field 

Ryegate 

Augusta 

Libby 

Seeley  Lake 

Chinook 

Lincoln 

Stanford 

Jordan 

Poison 

White  Sulphur  Springs 

Broadus 

Valier 

Plentywood 

AIRPORT  STATISTICS 

At  the  end  of  fiscal  year  1965  Montana  had  111  publicly  owned  airports.  15  of  these  airports  are  air 
carrier  airports,  that  is  they  are  being  served  by  an  airline  daily.  42  of  these  airports  are  paved  and  54 
are  lighted.  There  are  approximately  325  privately  owned  airstrips  'in  Montana,  most  of  these  are 
located  on  farms  or  ranches  and  most  of  them  are  available  for  public  use  also. 
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STATE  AIRPORTS 


The  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission  has  the  statutory  authority  and  responsibility  to  construct 
and  maintain  state  owned  airports.  These  normally  are  confined  to  strategic  locations  due  to:  An  aviation 
traffic  need;  adjacent  to  recreational  areas;  an  emergency  value  due  to  a critical  location  on  a high  use 
VFR  flight  route;  a location  of  convenience  and  necessity  lending  accessibility  to  the  area. 

These  projects  may  be  completed  solely  on  a state  basis  or  in  conjunction  with  the  Federal  Aviation 
Agency  under  the  Federal  Airport  Aid  Program  or  in  conjunction  with  the  United  States  Forest  Service 
or  with  the  United  States  Department  of  Interior  or  a local  airport  board  or  other  government  bodies. 
All  engineering,  construction,  contracting,  inspection,  ownership  and  costs  and  administration  are  under 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission. 

This  state  airport  program  was  implemented  in  1957  and  since  that  time  14  projects  have  been  initi- 
ated. One  that  has  been  completed  is  the  new  Yellowstone  Airport  at  West  Yellowstone  in  Gallatin  County, 
one  was  under  construction  at  the  end  of  fiscal  year  1965  which  is  the  new  airport  at  Lincoln  and  previous 
ones  completed  prior  to  fiscal  year  1965  have  been: 

Babb 

Dell 

Dillon  (Beaverhead  County  Airport  Administration  Building) 

Poleb  ridge 

Elliott  Field  (Clinton,  near  Rock  Creek) 

Ross  International  (Sweetgrass  Border  Crossing) 

Tiber  Dam 

White  Sulphur  Springs 
Browning  (Starr  School) 

Canyon  Ferry  (Townsend) 

East  Poplar  (Border  Crossing  Airstrip) 

Ox  Bow  (Wolf  Creek) 

During  the  fiscal  year  of  1965  considerable  effort  in  planning  was  given  to  the  possibility  of  building 
a new  airport  at  East  Glacier  in  Glacier  County  to  serve  Glacier  National  Park.  Also  considered  under 
this  program  was  the  redevelopment  of  the  airport  at  Gardiner  in  Park  County  to  serve  the  north 
entrance  of  Yellowstone  National  Park.  The  airport  proposals  at  Gardiner  and  East  Glacier  are  under 
site  investigation  and  a justification  study  as  well  as  a sponsorship  determination.  Conceivably  should 
these  airports  be  completed  as  originally  planned  under  the  national  airport  plan  of  the  Federal  Aviation 
Agency,  the  respective  counties  could  act  as  sponsor.  This  would  mean  then  that  it  may  be  possible  for 
the  sponsor  in  each  case  to  obtain  funds  directly  from  the  National  Park  Service  that  would  be  used  to 
match  Federal  Aviation  money  to  finance  the  entire  projects.  Considerable  thought  is  being  given  to  the 
type  of  airport  facility  that  would  be  located  near  East  Glacier  to  serve  Glacier  National  Park.  The  type 
or  category  of  airport  desired  by  the  sponsor  under  the  approval  of  the  FA  A,  would  determine  the 
location  of  the  new  airport.  Terrain  is  a restricting  feature  in  the  East  Glacier  area.  Therefore,  the  air- 
port that  might  possibly  handle  an  airline  type  aircraft  would  have  to  be  located  a considerable  distance 
from  town.  The  Federal  Aviation  Agency  site  investigation  has  indicated  approximately  six  or  seven 
miles.  In  the  event  that  the  sponsor  chooses  only  to  provide  a general  aviation  airport,  it  could  possibly 
be  placed  as  near  as  two  miles  from  town.  The  Aeronautics  Commission  has,  at  an  earlier  date, 
considered  building  a general  aviation  airstrip  at  East  Glacier,  however,  after  the  Montana  Aeronautics 
Commission  study  had  been  made  they  were  approached  by  the  Federal  Aviation  Agency  and  told  that 
the  project  would  be  eligible  for  aid  under  the  Federal  Airport  Aid  Program  and  consideration  should 
be  made. 

Lincoln  Airport 

The  Lincoln  Airport  was  started  and  substantially  completed  in  fiscal  year  1965,  however,  actual 
completion  and  final  payment  will  be  made  in  fiscal  year  1966.  The  total  cost  of  this  airport  project 
was  $91,336.88,  of  which  the  Federal  Aviation  Agency  paid  $45,827.62  and  the  United  States  Forest 
Service  $2,500.00  for  a total  federal  participation  of  $18,327.62.  Therefore,  the  State  of  Montana  as  sponsor 
of  this  project  expended  $43,009.26  on  the  Lincoln  Airport.  The  airport  consists  of  a paved  runway  4,000 
feet  in  length  and  75  feet  in  width  along  with  a paved  stub  taxi  way  and  apron. 
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Yellowstone  Airport 

The  new  airport  at  West  Yellowstone,  Montana,  Gallatin  County,  was  completed  during  fiscal  year 
1965.  The  official  grand  opening  and  dedication  was  held  on  June  12,  1965.  At  this  time  Western  Airlines 
reinaugurated  scheduled  airline  service  to  West  Yellowstone  for  the  summer  months  each  year.  The 
Yellowstone  Airport  project  was  financed  solely  with  funds  from  the  Federal  Aviation  Agency  and  the 
National  Park  Service.  The  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission  acted  as  sponsor  and  is  now  administrator 
of  the  airport.  The  total  cost  of  this  airport  was  $1,282,690.44.  The  airport  consists  of  a paved  runway 
8,400  feet  in  length  and  150  feet  in  width  with  a paved  parallel  taxiway.  The  airport  has  a complete 
medium  intensity  lighting  system  and  a beautiful  Terminal  Building  and  a small  maintenance  building. 

AIRPORT  DEVELOPMENT  PROGRAMS 

Designing  and  engineering  a statewide  system  of  airports  involves  the  preparation  and  revision  of 
the  annual  state  airport  program.  The  airport  division  staff  advises  and  consults  with  Federal,  State, 
local  public  officials  and  civic  groups,  providing  assistance  in  the  planning  of  airport  development.  Some 
of  the  most  important  assistance  comes  in  the  form  of  financial  consultation  and  actually  setting  up  the 
method  of  financing  for  any  proposed  airport  project.  Many  times  the  Airport  Division  of  the  Aeronautics 
Commission  acts  as  agent  for  the  local  airport  board,  or  city  and  county  commissioners,  in  their  dealings 
with  the  Federal  Aviation  Agency,  consulting  engineers  and  contractors.  The  airport  division  administers 
policies  and  standards  as  applied  to  airport  planning,  site  selection  design,  specifications,  construction, 
operation,  maintenance,  improvements  and  safety  on  all  Montana  airports. 

As  of  June  30,  1965  the  Airport  Division  has  become  directly  involved  in  135  separate  airport  projects. 
All  of  these  projects  varied  in  size,  type  and  cost;  but  all  were  directly  concerned  with  improving  the 
the  local  airport  in  some  manner.  The  airport  development  program  started  in  1957. 

Full  responsibility  for  state  owned  airports  and  state  airport  construction  rests  in  the  Airports  Division 
of  the  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission. 

The  airport  engineers  in  the  Airport  Division  advise  and  assist  owners  and  prospective  owners  of 
airports,  both  public  and  private,  in  the  selection  of  new  airport  sites,  taking  into  consideration  terrain, 
soil,  approaches,  land  availability  and  value,  and  many  other  technical  factors.  The  Airport  Division 
assist  consulting  engineers  who  prepare  most  of  the  detail  airport  construction  plans  for  local  airport 
boards,  in  determining  financing  and  review  of  plans  and  specifications. 

Many  airport  boards  in  the  state  will  do  certain  airport  improvements  without  the  financial  aid  of 
either  the  state  or  federal  government.  They  sometimes  call  on  State  Aeronautics  Commission  to  give 
them  technical  advice  and  minor  engineering  help  when  the  local  improvement  is  being  done  with 
volunteer  men  and  equipment.  Many  towns  have  taken  advantage  of  this  service  and  each  have  indicated 
their  appreciation. 

PRELIMINARY  ENGINEERING  GRANTS 

The  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission  encourages  the  continued  development  of  a statewide  system 
of  airports.  The  role  of  each  airport  facility  must  be  evaluated  and  measured  not  only  by  its  own  merits, 
but  in  relation  to  others.  To  the  extent  possible,  each  must  be  planned  to  support  and  supplement  the 
usefulness  of  the  other  so  that,  ideally,  if  all  of  the  airports  included  in  the  Montana  Airport  Plans  were 
developed  at  the  same  time  and  in  the  manner  prescribed,  the  system  of  public  airports  for  Montana 
would  be  adequate  in  all  respects.  In  order  that  planning  and  preliminary  engineering  will  take  place 
at  local  level,  the  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission  has  provided  Engineering  Grants  for  that  purpose. 

The  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission  will  grant  to  a community  or  county,  or  airport  board,  one-half 
of  the  cost  up  to  a maximum  of  $1,000.00,  whichever  is  the  lesser,  of  a preliminary  engineering  study 
and  cost  estimate  for  their  airport.  This  is  a grant  that  does  not  have  to  be  repaid. 
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PREVIOUS  PRELIMINARY  ENGINEERING  GRANTS  MADE 


Airport  Project  No.  Amount 

Bozeman  122-  9-59  $1,000.00 

Bridger  130-  1-60  1,000.00 

Butte  150-11-61  1,000.00 

Chester  121-  3-59  500.00 

Choteau  184-  3-63  500.00 

Conrad  113-  6-58  600.00 

Culbertson  185-  3-63  1,000.00 

Deer  Lodge 142-  4-61  1,000.00 

Dillon 110-  7-58  500.00 

Fairfield  196-  2-64  500.00 

Geraldine  140-  1-61  1,000.00 

Glasgow  123-  5-59  150.00 

Glasgow  136-11-60  1,000.00 

Hamilton  161-  6-62  1,000.00 

Havre  134-  7-60(A)  200.00 

TOTAL  = 


Airport 

Project  No. 

Amount 

Havre  

......  134-  7-60 

$1,000.00 

Helena 

132-  1-60 

1,000.00 

Helena  

....  193-12-63 

500.00 

Kalispell  

..  131-  1 -60(A) 

1,000.00 

Kalispell  

131-  1-60 

834.92 

Lewistown  

203-  6-64 

650.00 

Livingston 

143-  4-61 

1,000.00 

Missoula  

194-12-63 

1,000.00 

Phillipsburg  

137-11-60 

1,000.00 

Poplar  

159-  4-62 

1,000.00 

Red  Lodge  

...  129-  9-59 

1,000.00 

Shelby 

141-  1-61 

1,000.00 

Three  Forks  

115-  9-58 

500.00 

Townsend  

138-12-60 

1,000.00 

Winifred  

147-  9-61 

1,000.00 

$24,434.92 


PRELIMINARY  ENGINEERING  GRANTS 
Made  in  FY  1965  Were: 


Airport  Project  No.  Amount 

Anaconda  207-11-64  $1,000.00 

Glendive  139-12-60  1,000.00 

Jordan  1 204-  6-64  500.00 

Laurel  214-  4-65  1,000.00 

Missoula  216-  4-65  650.00 

Poison  209-12-64  1,000.00 


TOTAL  $5,150.00 


PENDING  PRELIMINARY  ENGINEERING  GRANTS: 


Airport  Project  No.  Amount 

Baker  230-  7-65  $1,000.00 

Circle  223-  6-65  1,000.00 

Dillon  222-  5-65  1,000.00 

Glendive  235-11-65  1,000.00 

Havre  228-  7-65  1,000.00 

Helena  224-  6-65  472.50 

Libby  200-  3-64  1,000.00 

Malta  229-  8-65  400.00 

Plenty  wood  218-  4-65  1,000.00 

Sidney  215-  4-65  1,000.00 

Wolf  Point  226-  7-65  1,000.00 
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COOPERATIVE  AIRPORT  PROJECTS 


Many  times  the  Monatna  Aeronautics  Commission  feels  it  is  beneficial  to  cooperate  with  another 
agency  within  the  government,  or  a private  organization  in  order  to  promote  aviation  or  construct  a new 
airport  facility.  In  the  past  the  Commission  has  had  cooperative  projects  with  the  following  agencies  or 
associations.  The  United  States  Forest  Service,  National  Park  Service,  Federal  Aviation  Agency,  Alberta 
Government,  Saskatchewan  Government,  Montana  Pilots'  Association,  State  Highway  Department,  Bureau 
of  Indian  Affairs,  State  Parks  Department  and  all  of  the  counties  and  most  of  the  cities  in  the  State.  The 
joint  projects  that  are  pursued  are  usually  to  the  benefit  of  both  agencies  involved  and  paid  for  on  a 
basis  proportionate  to  the  usage  that  the  agency  will  derive  from  the  facility  constructed. 

The  United  States  Forest  Service  has  donated  property  for  various  airport  projects.  The  United  States 
Forest  Service  in  Montana  has  several  forest  owned  airports  that  are  open  to  the  public  even  though  their 
primary  use  was  intended  for  fire  patrol.  The  continued  usage  of  these  airstrips  by  the  public  has  obli- 
gated the  Aeronautics  Commission  to  assist  the  Forest  Service  In  the  development  of  a particular  airport. 
During  the  fiscal  year  of  1965  the  Aeronautics  Commission  was  directly  involved  with  two  cooperative 
airport  improvement  projects. 

The  first  one  is  the  development  of  a new  VFR  general  aviation  joint  use  airport  at  the  ranger 
station  at  Benchmark,  MAC  Project  No.  208-11-64,  on  the  edge  of  the  Bob  Marshall  Wilderness  area,  30 
miles  west  of  Augusta.  This  new  airport  will  have  a runway  6,000  feet  in  length,  paved  and  100  feet  in 
width.  The  Forest  Service  as  sponsor  of  this  airport  has  indicated  that  it  will  be  used  primarily  for  fire 
control  of  the  forest  lands  and  recreation  use  by  the  flying  public.  The  total  cost  is  estimated  at  $387,319. 
The  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission  granted  $25,000  toward  its  construction  cost,  the  United  States 
Forest  Service  granted  $161,679  and  the  Federal  Aviation  Agency  granted  $200,640.  This  airport  will  be 
completed  during  the  summer  of  1966. 

The  second  project  was  at  the  Lincoln  airport,  MAC  Project  No.  108-10-57  which  was  an  addition 
to  the  airport  project  with  the  Federal  Aviation  Agency.  This  particular  cooperative  project  was  directly 
between  the  Aeronautics  Commission  and  the  United  States  Forest  Service  and  consisted  of  rebuilding 
a roadway  and  rip-rapping  a river  bank  that  destroyed  part  of  the  airport  during  the  high  water  season 
in  June  of  1965.  The  total  cost  of  this  joint  project  was  $5,000  of  which  the  Aeronautics  Commission 
paid  50%. 

Please  refer  to  the  State  Airport  section  of  this  Annual  Report  for  more  information  on  the  Lincoln 
airport  and  the  West  Yellowstone  airport  which  were  cooperative  projects  between  the  Aeronautics 
Commission  and  a federal  agency,  however,  in  those  cases  they  were  termed  as  'state  airports'  due  to 
the  fact  that  the  actual  airport  construction  was  sponsored  by  the  State  Aeronautics  Commission. 


FEDERAL,  STATE  AND  LOCAL  PROJECTS 
(Federal  Aid  Airport  Program) 

The  Federal  Aviation  Agency  has  a grant  program  whereby  approximately  53%  of  the  funds  required 
for  an  airport  improvement  project  will  be  granted  by  the  Federal  Aviation  Agency.  This  grant  will  be 
made  only  to  federally  approved  airport  projects  when  the  sponsor  (local  government)  will  provide  the 
other  47%  of  the  total  project  cost.  In  many  instances  the  local  airport  board  does  not  have  these  funds 
available,  though  an  improvement  is  desperately  needed  at  their  airport.  The  Montana  Aeronautics 
Commission  then  offers  financial  assistance  in  the  form  of  a loan,  to  be  used  for  the  matching  money 
for  the  federal  project.  Commission  loans  are  available  on  a 10  year  repayment  basis. 
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FINANCIAL  SURVEY 
4- Year  Forecast 


Late  in  1965  a financial  survey  of  all  Monana  airports  was  made  by  the  Montana  Aeronautics 
Commission.  This  survey  became  a part  of  the  National  Airport  Survey.  Airports  Boards  have  returned 
information  to  this  office  that  indicates  for  the  next  four  calendar  years  there  will  be  airport  improve- 
ment projects  of  all  types  in  the  state  costing  $10,974,303.  Of  this  astonishing  amount  it  is  estimated  that 
local  funds  will  only  be  available  in  the  amount  of  $3,743,174.  This  then  means  that  the  federal  and  state 
governments  will  be  looked  upon  for  financial  support  to  accomplish  the  airport  improvement  projects 
that  are  necessary.  This  information  will  be  submitted  to  Congress  through  the  proper  agencies  so  that 
they  can  determine  the  extent  of  Federal  Aviation  Agency  grant  money  that  would  be  appropriate.  It 
is  anticipated  that  over  this  four  year  period  there  will  be  approximately  2.2  million  dollars  available 
to  Montana  cities  and  counties  from  the  loan  program  of  the  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission.  This 
10  year  non-interest  loan  will  be  used  to  aid  in  the  financing  of  an  airport  improvement  project. 

The  loan  program  is  most  vital  to  the  cities  and  counties  in  providing  the  necessary  matching  funds 
in  a Federal  project  on  any  Montana  airport.  From  our  4 year  financial  forecast  it  appears  that  Montana 
will  need  5 million  dollars  in  grants  from  the  Federal  Aviation  Agency  in  order  to  keep  our  airports 
adequate.  This  federal  money  will  have  to  be  used  in  connection  with  the  3.7  million  local  money  and 
2.2  state  money  in  order  to  keep  Montana  airports  adequate,  safe  and  useful. 


LOAN  PROJECTS 

The  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission  is  able  to  loan  money  to  a local  airport  board  for  the 
development  of  an  airport  project.  Under  present  state  law,  a county  may  borrow  up  to  $10,000.00  for 
a single  project  without  a bond  election.  Cities  are  restricted  only  by  their  legal  indebtedness  limitation 
law,  and  the  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission  may  loan  a city  up  to  $100,000.00  on  any  single  airport 
project  for  a ten  year  repayment  period.  The  loans  are  repayable  annually  at  no  interest.  The  communities 
or  counties  involved  may  use  state  funds  along  with  available  local  funds  for  any  particular  airport 
project.  The  majority  of  local  state  projects  are  usually  the  smaller  type  development,  however,  state 
loans  are  used  mostly  for  projects  that  are  eligible  under  the  Federal  Airport  Aid  Program.  The  loan  is 
used  as  the  sponsors  47%  and  then  the  Federal  Aviation  Agency  grants  approximately  53%  of  the 
project  cost.  The  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission  loan  has  been  used  to  purchase  snow  plows,  build 
hangars,  administration  buildings,  build  new  runways  and  repair  old  ones  and  many  other  specific 
airport  improvement  needs. 
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CURRENT  LOAN  PROGRAM 
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Hardin  166-  8-62  5 5,000.00  Prior  2,000.00  3,000.00  1,000.00 

Harlem 163-  7-62  7 6,000.00  Prior  1,714.28  4,285.72  857.14 

Harlem 187-  5-63  7 4,000.00  Prior  571.42  3,428.58  571.42 

Havre  134-  7-60  10  100,000.00  Prior  30,000.00  70,000.00  10,000.00 


CURRENT  LOAN  PROGRAM— (Continued) 
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COMPLETED  LOAN  PROGRAM 


PREVIOUSLY  PAID  OUT  & REPAID  IN  FULL 


Date  Repaid 

Airport 

Project  No. 

Amount 

in  Full 

Billings  

120-  1-59 

$49,500.00 

6/11/64 

Dillon  

.....  110-  7-58 

9,999.00 

9/  7/62 

Miles  City  

117-12-58 

9,900.00 

1/18/63 

Glasgow  

123-  5-59 

10,000.00 

6/30/62 

Laurel  

.....  124-  6-59 

2,000.00 

1/14/64 

Winifred 

.....  147-  9-61 

1,500.00 

11/19/63 

Bridger  

o 

eg 

1 

o 

CO 

1 

1 

2,000.00 

4/14/65 

Malta  

..  . 112-  7-58 

1,980.00 

6/11/65 

Chester 

.....  121-  3-59 

2,000.00 

1/27/65 

Total 

$88,879.00 

These  repaid  funds  are 

put  back  into  the 

loan  program 

to  serve  as  a 

revolving  fund  for  other  airport  loans. 


RECAPITULATION  OF  LOAN  STATUS  SINCE  1957 


Completed  loans  (Repaid  in  Full)  Total  $ 88,897.00 

F.Y.  1965  Total  Loan  Disbursement  73,080.00 

Active  loans  that  were  disbursed  prior  to  FY  1965  798,235.68 

Loans  approved  (Encumbered)  and  not  yet  disbursed  648,078.90 

Total  loans  approved  since  program  started  in  1957  $1,608,273.58 
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GENERAL  AVIATION  UTILITY  AIRPORTS 


Under  this  program  a minimum,  but  adequately  safe,  airport  facility  is  developed  primarily  for  the 
use  of  general  aviation  in  a location  that  does  not  presently  have  an  airport.  Construction  costs  are  held 
at  approximately  $20,000.00.  The  airport  consists  of  one  stabilized  turf  runway  with  parking  apron,  a 
segmented  circle,  wind-cone,  runway  markers  and  the  property  line  fenced.  The  Montana  Aeronautics 
Commission  has  a consulting  engineering  firm  retained  through  the  Department  of  Administration  and 
the  Board  of  Examiners  and  also  contracts  for  construction.  The  sponsor,  who  is  either  a city  or  county, 
or  both,  agrees  to  repay  the  State  of  Montana  the  equivalent  of  2- V2  mills  based  on  the  local  high  school 
district  value  up  to  a maximum  of  $10,000.00  over  a ten  year  period  for  their  share  of  the  project  cost. 
The  balance  of  the  cost  above  the  quarter  mill  per  year  becomes  a grant  on  the  part  of  the  State  of  Mon- 
tana to  the  county  or  municipality  involved  at  the  end  of  the  10  year  repayment  period. 


General  Aviation  Utility  Airports  Completed  in  FY  1965: 


Town 

Project  No. 

Total  Cost 

Amount  Repaid 
by  County  in 
County  Share  FY  1965 

Ekalaka  __ . 

......  176-10-62 

$ 28,024.07 

$10,000.00 

$1,000.00 

Lavina 

177-10-62 

16,457.00 

22,767.84 

3,117.43 

Richey . 

.......  201-  3-64 

4,286.30 

428.64 

Ryegate  

178-10-62 

22,235.40 

3,561.47 

Seeley  Lake 

.......  190-  7-63 

24,620.82 

7,049.00 

Total  Cost  for  FY  1965  

$114,105.43 

$28,013.20 

Previously  Constructed  General  Aviation  Utility  Airports: 

Augusta  

......  155-  4-62 

$ 22,083.92 

$ 5,703.90 

$1,140.78 

Boulder  

....  156-  4-62 

18,643.53 

6,052.10 

1,210.62 

Whitefish  

169-8-62 

20,386.72 

7,310.43 

7,310.43 

Cost  on  Prior  G.A.U.  Projects  ..... 

— 

$ 61,114.17 

$19,066.43 

Grand  Total  Cost  as  of  6-30-65  ... 

$175,219.60 

$47,079.63: 

= Grand  Total 

'County  Share 

Average  G.A.U.  Airport  costs  is 

$21,902.45. 

Average  County  Repayment  Per  Airport  is  $5,884.95  or  $588.50  per  year  for  ten  years. 
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STATUS  OF  CURRENT  GENERAL  AVIATION 
UTILITY  AIRPORT  ACTIVE  PROJECTS 


Town  Project  No. 

Broadus  182-10-62  Under  Construction 

Hysham  169-  8-62  In  Land  Negotiation 

Stanford  231-  8-65  In  Land  Negotiation 

Hobson  232-  8-65  Under  Site  Investigation 

Rudyard  234-10-65  Under  Site  Investigation 

Marias  Pass  195-12-63  Under  Study 

Noxon 1 57-  4-62  Under  Study 

Rapelje 179-10-62  Under  Study 

Arlee  154-  4-62  Temporarily  Deferred 

Big  Fork 189-  7-63  Property  Not  Available 

Wibaux  181-10-62  Property  Not  Available 

Roosville  158-  4-62  Property  Not  Available 

Winnett  220-  5-65  In  Land  Negotiation 

POSSIBLE  FUTURE  SITES  FOR 
GENERAL  AVIATION  UTILITY  AIRPORTS 

Saco 

Philipsburg 

Whitehall 

Worden 
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